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Woman
Sues Dad,
Alleges
Sex Abuse

By Jonathan Dienst
STAFF WRITER

A 2T-vear-old Garden City Park woman is
suing her father for $17 million becanse she
says he sodomized her for three years when

she was a child.
Sheryl gaid her father, Donald
Burpes Sr. of Garden City Parlc, seually

ahueed her atedly between 1972 and
1875 — firom time she was 8 until she
was 11, And Burpee and her therapist, llene
Brecher, EHH.']. Donald Burpee acknowleged
committing the abuse in joint therapy ses-
signs at the end of last year.

“He forced himsalf seoaally on me,” Bur-
peesaid in an interview vesterday. [ had no
memory of this until recently aﬂer}rearauf
therapy. And then he admitted it."

In a letter to E.herl.r] Burpes's attorney,
Brecher wrote, ** thess zezsions, Mr,
Burpes seknow that he sexually
abused his dsughter, Sheryl, during her
childhood.”

Court papers filed by the father’s lawyer
say the “defendant vehemently dentes the
allepations,”

Brechoer, Bheryl Burpes and her attorney,;
Eliot F. Bloom, said the father’s admizsions
occurped diuring mestings at Brecher's of-
fice om Oct. 15, Mov, 15 amd Dec. 10, 1900,

Repeated attempts pesterday to resch
Donald Burpee Sr, by telephone proved un-
sueceastul. His attormey, Lavrence . Re of
Gireat Meck declined to commoend,

Sheryl Burpes, a gymnagtics coach, said
she began therapy in 1986 bhecause she
lacked self-esteem and was having difficulty
in her -relztionahips with men. After the
couneeling began, she began to have mem-
ory flashes sbout a man molesting her.
Slowly, her father emerged as the man whe
had molested her, she said. She asked her
father to join her in sessions with both their

The state's statute of limitations for felo-
mmmﬁmmmmﬂ[ﬂmmlﬂﬁ‘spﬂha&
man for the Nazgau district attorney’s of-
fice. Sheryl Burpee filed the civil lawsuit on
April 23, But in court papers, lawvyers for the
father contend the statute of limitations for
civil proceedings has expired as well. But
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Bloom argued that even though the achs
gecurred bevond the legal imit, the lawsuit
ie valid becauss the daughter realized her
father'z behavior only during the past year.
Stete Supreme Court Judge George A, Mur-
phy 15 comsidering the case and whether the
atatute of limitations apply to the point at
which theabuse allegedly cecurred ar when
ehe said che first romermhered the attacks,
Bloom said his client s seeking 310 mil-
lion in punitive damages, $2 million in dom-
pensatory damages and $5 million in -
dental damages
Sheryl Burpee, who has two stbhngs, sasd
her father was the only onein her family
who Enew of the abuse:
Her mother, who has divoreed Donald
and asked not to be identified, said,
"I feel devastabed by what has happened to
Sheryl Burpee said, “T'm not ashamed.
I'm not going to him because it's his
m want to hear this,
It'uannppuﬂmgthatnﬁulhﬁrduﬁlhjnbﬁ}ﬁs
daughter, But it's a serious problem and it
happens in many more homea than we know
about.”
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