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By ANDREA PEYSER
A Long Island woman who claims she repressed
memories of sex with her father for 156 years could help
pave the way for incest victims in New York to sue those

they claim ruined their lives.
The case ot %ml&mwecaughtﬂwattentlono! a Long

Island judge, who has joined
a chorus of incest survivors
wha want stiffer laws

tions in cases of incest — .

which now is even shorter
than for simple assault.

s gxplajning lg had no
choice but to dismiss
Stmryl‘seaae

sexual abuse .
has reached epidemic gm-
portions in the United
Btates,” Murphy wrote.

“Perhaps it is time for the
Legislature to address this
impeortant issue, as other
states have done.” :

Soon to be appealed, the
case of Sheryl Burpee
against her father, some
court observers believe)
could help change the way
New York deals with incest.

Claims such as Sheryl's —
that she blocked out memo-
ries of incest for 15 years —
are becoming inereasingly

in courts around
the nation.

“It is extremely common to
have memaries or parts of

memories repressed,” said

£

SHERYL BURPEE
As a 9-year-old.

Susan Mufson, a certified so-
cial worker in Manhattan,

“A child's way to survive
the trauma — the technical
word is dissociation — [is to]
cut off part of themeelyes."

Attempts to reach Sheryl's
father, Donald 8r, at
his home in Garden City, LI
were unsuccessful. His law-
yer, Lawrence Re of Great
Neck, did not refurn calls
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ST CASE WMAY BE LANDMARK

L.L womcm s appeail
could change law

from The Post.

The guestion remains why
Sheryl, at 27, would want to
dredge up the past. She has a
new teaching job and has fi-
nally settled into & relation-
ship with & caring man.

“My keeping
me have all the symptoms [

spiral
She talks in a firm, matter-
of-fact tone —in
trast to the horrific story she
has to tell

It started with a flashback,

Sheryl said. She was in bed
in her Manhatian apart-
ment, she said, when the
long-forgotten image of a
man on top of her burned
into her brain. -

In the vision, Sheryl saw
herselfl as a little girl. The
man sexually abusing her,
she believed, was her father.

“] started shaking and
crying,” she remembered.

Summoning all her cour-
age, Sheryl confronted her
father — the good-time guy
who took her drinking when
she was just a feen-ager.
This time, there was no
hooze to soften the edges of

made

" their encounter.

“I can't believe I ever did
it," Sheryl heard her father,
' Donald Burpee Sr., sey in the
office of her therapist.

“Do you remember? she

prodded.
“f g:uess I do” he allegedly

I's account is backed
ﬁ;‘?@ ler therapist, Tiene

- Burpee acknowledged

‘that he sexually abused his

~ daughter, Sheryl, during her
ldhood.”

“He told me I was crazy,”
:sa.id Sheryl, her volee crack-
ing for the first time.

“He said I had no right to
do this to him, and he
wanted nothing from me.”

Sheryl cried day and night
for four days. Then, she de-
cided, she was through play-

- ing the vietim.

Last spring, Sheryl Burpee
filed a $17 million lawsuit
against her father, now 63, in
Nassau County Supreme
Cotirt

trauma he allegedly inflicted
on her life.

FAMILY SECREY: Sheryl Burpee, pictured wit]
her father, Donald, in a fa.mﬂy photoﬂ, claims hy

has mﬁmitted ﬂ"busmg her 15 years ago,
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